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Observation Survey of Early Literacy

The observation survey of early literacy is a vital assessment tool used by educators, reading specialists,
and developmental psychologists to evaluate young children’s foundational reading and writing skills.
Conducted through systematic observation, this survey provides insights into a child's current literacy
development, identifies areas of strength and weakness, and informs instructional planning. Unlike formal
testing, observation surveys are dynamic and naturalistic, capturing authentic behaviors as children engage
in literacy-related activities. This approach emphasizes understanding the child's skills in context, including
their phonemic awareness, decoding strategies, vocabulary, comprehension, and motivation, offering a
comprehensive picture of early literacy development.

Purpose and Importance of the Observation Survey

Understanding Developmental Progress

The primary aim of an observation survey is to gauge how children are progressing in their early literacy
skills. It helps educators determine whether a child's literacy development aligns with age-appropriate
milestones and developmental expectations.

Informing Instruction

Data gathered from the survey guide teachers in tailoring instruction to meet individual needs. For example, if
a child demonstrates difficulty with phonemic awareness, targeted activities can be incorporated to
strengthen this skill.

Early Identification of Challenges

Early detection of literacy difficulties or delays allows for timely interventions, which are critical for preventing
future reading problems and promoting a positive attitude toward reading.

Monitoring Growth Over Time

Repeated observations across weeks or months enable educators to monitor progress, adjust teaching
strategies, and celebrate developmental gains.



Key Components Assessed in an Observation Survey of Early
Literacy

Phonemic Awareness

This refers to a child's ability to recognize and manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken words.
Observations focus on skills such as rhyming, segmenting sounds, and blending phonemes.

Letter Recognition and Naming

Assessing whether children can identify and name uppercase and lowercase letters accurately and
confidently.

Decoding Skills

Observing how children approach unfamiliar words—do they use letter-sound knowledge, context clues, or
guesswork?

Vocabulary and Word Knowledge

Monitoring the child's understanding of common words, ability to use context, and recognition of sight words.

Reading Comprehension

Evaluating whether children can understand and retell stories, answer questions about texts, or make
predictions.

Writing Skills

Assessing letter formation, spelling attempts, and the ability to express ideas through writing.

Motivation and Attitudes Toward Reading and Writing

Noticing enthusiasm, persistence, and confidence when engaging with literacy activities.

Conducting an Observation Survey: Methodology and Strategies

Preparation for Observation

Before beginning, educators should:

Establish clear objectives aligned with developmental benchmarks.1.



© qr-qa.cbsnorthstar.com Observation Survey Of Early Literacy 3

Arrange a variety of literacy materials—books, letter cards, writing tools.2.
Create a conducive environment that encourages natural interactions.3.
Develop recording sheets or checklists to document observations systematically.4.

Observation Techniques

Multiple methods can be employed to gather comprehensive data:

Anecdotal Records: Brief narrative descriptions of a child's behaviors during literacy activities.1.
Running Records: Detailed accounts of a child's reading performance over a period.2.
Checklists and Rating Scales: Structured tools to mark specific skills as observed or not observed.3.
Video Recording: Capturing behaviors for later analysis, especially useful for complex skills.4.

Sample Observation Activities

To assess various components, educators might observe:

Children matching letters to sounds during a letter recognition game.1.
Children attempting to decode unfamiliar words during shared reading.2.
Children retelling a story they've just heard or read.3.
Children writing their names or simple sentences independently.4.
Children demonstrating enthusiasm and persistence during literacy tasks.5.

Analyzing and Interpreting Observation Data

Identifying Skill Levels

Post-observation, educators analyze data to determine:

Proficient skills that are well established.1.
Emerging skills that require further development.2.
Areas needing targeted intervention.3.

Using Data to Inform Instruction

Based on observations:

Design small-group activities to reinforce specific skills.1.
Integrate differentiated instruction to meet diverse needs.2.
Provide additional support or enrichment as necessary.3.
Set measurable goals for individual or group progress.4.



Communicating Findings

Sharing insights with parents and other stakeholders fosters a collaborative approach to literacy
development. Clear, constructive feedback helps reinforce learning at home.

Challenges and Limitations of Observation Surveys

Subjectivity and Bias

While valuable, observations can be influenced by the observer's perceptions or expectations, potentially
affecting accuracy.

Time-Intensive Process

Consistent and thorough observations require significant time and effort, which may be challenging in busy
classroom settings.

Limited Scope

Observations capture only moments in time and may not reflect a child's full capabilities across different
contexts.

Strategies to Mitigate Challenges

To enhance reliability:

Use standardized checklists and rubrics.1.
Engage multiple observers when possible.2.
Combine observations with other assessment forms, such as work samples or formal tests.3.
Observe across different settings and times for a comprehensive view.4.

Best Practices for Effective Observation of Early Literacy

Foster a Naturalistic Environment

Allow children to engage freely with literacy materials without excessive direction, promoting authentic
behaviors.

Be Consistent and Systematic

Regular observations help track progress and identify patterns over time.
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Record Detailed and Specific Data

Use precise language and documentation to accurately reflect behaviors.

Maintain a Positive and Supportive Attitude

Create a safe space where children feel comfortable exploring literacy skills.

Reflect and Adjust

Use observational data to refine teaching strategies continually.

Conclusion

The observation survey of early literacy is an essential, insightful approach to understanding young
children's literacy development. Its emphasis on authentic, contextual behaviors provides educators with
meaningful data that guides instruction, supports early intervention, and fosters a love for reading and
writing. While it requires skill, patience, and consistency, the benefits of early, accurate assessment through
observation are invaluable in nurturing competent and confident young readers. As literacy is foundational to
academic success and lifelong learning, investing in thorough observation practices is a critical step toward
ensuring every child's literacy journey begins with a strong and supportive foundation.

Observation Survey of Early Literacy: An In-Depth Review of a Key Tool for Assessing Early Reading
Development

Introduction

In the realm of early childhood education, understanding how young learners develop foundational literacy
skills is paramount. Educators, literacy specialists, and parents alike seek reliable, efficient, and
comprehensive methods to observe and assess a child's progress in early literacy. Among the most widely
recognized tools is the Observation Survey of Early Literacy, a systematic approach that provides invaluable
insights into a child's reading and writing capabilities. This article offers an expert review of this assessment
method, exploring its origins, components, advantages, limitations, and best practices for implementation.

The Origins and Significance of the Observation Survey

The Observation Survey of Early Literacy was developed by Marie M. Clay, a renowned literacy researcher
from New Zealand, whose work revolutionized understanding of how children acquire reading skills.
Recognizing the importance of formative assessment—ongoing, informal evaluations that inform
instruction—Clay designed this survey as a practical tool for teachers to observe and document children's
literacy behaviors in naturalistic settings.

The significance of the Observation Survey lies in its ability to:



Identify developmental stages in early literacy.1.
Highlight individual strengths and challenges.2.
Guide targeted instruction tailored to each child's needs.3.
Track progress over time with minimal disruption to classroom routines.4.

By emphasizing observation over formal testing, the survey fosters a more authentic picture of a child's
literacy journey, promoting a supportive and responsive learning environment.

Core Principles and Theoretical Foundations

The Observation Survey is grounded in several educational and developmental principles:

Developmental Continuum: Recognizes that literacy skills develop gradually through identifiable stages.1.
Dynamic Assessment: Focuses on observing behaviors in context rather than relying solely on2.
standardized test scores.
Child-Centered Approach: Values naturalistic interactions and authentic literacy behaviors.3.
Informal but Systematic: Combines informal observation with structured recording methods to ensure4.
consistency and reliability.

These principles underpin the survey's design, ensuring that assessments are both meaningful and practical.

Components and Structure of the Observation Survey

The Observation Survey comprises a set of carefully selected tasks and observations aimed at capturing
key aspects of early literacy. While variations exist depending on the version or adaptation, the core
components typically include:

Concepts About Print (CAP)1.

Purpose: To assess a child's understanding of print conventions, such as reading from left to right,
recognizing that print carries meaning, and understanding book handling.

Key Behaviors Observed:

Knowing where a sentence begins and ends.1.
Recognizing that print is read from left to right and top to bottom.2.
Understanding that print carries meaning.3.
Recognizing the difference between letters, words, and pictures.4.

Importance: Mastery of CAP is fundamental in developing reading fluency and comprehension.

Letter Identification1.

Purpose: To determine how many uppercase and lowercase letters a child can identify and name.

Key Behaviors Observed:
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Spontaneous naming of letters.1.
Recognition of letters in various contexts.2.
Ability to produce letter names upon request.3.

Significance: Letter knowledge is a strong predictor of future decoding skills.

Concepts of Word1.

Purpose: To assess whether children understand that words are units within text and can segment spoken
language into words.

Tasks Include:

Identifying words in a sentence.1.
Recognizing that words are separated by spaces.2.
Clapping or counting words in a sentence.3.

Implication: Understanding concepts of word supports decoding and reading fluency.

Writing Vocabulary1.

Purpose: To observe a child's ability to write and understand the relationship between spoken language and
written symbols.

Behaviors Assessed:

Ability to write recognizable words.1.
Use of invented spellings.2.
Understanding that writing conveys meaning.3.

Relevance: Writing skills are interconnected with reading development and comprehension.

Phonemic Awareness (Optional Component)1.

Purpose: To examine awareness of individual sounds within words.

Activities Might Include:

Identifying initial or ending sounds.1.
Blending sounds to form words.2.
Segmenting words into sounds.3.

Note: This component is sometimes included in extended assessments.

Administration and Scoring

The Observation Survey is designed for flexibility, allowing teachers to conduct informal observations during
typical classroom activities. The process involves:



Observation in natural contexts: During reading, writing, or shared book experiences.1.
Targeted tasks: Brief, specific activities designed to elicit observable behaviors.2.
Systematic recording: Using checklists or scoring guides to document behaviors consistently.3.

Scoring often involves:

Recording whether behaviors are observed or not.1.
Quantifying the number of correct responses.2.
Comparing results to developmental benchmarks.3.

This systematic approach ensures that data collected is reliable and can inform instruction effectively.

Advantages of the Observation Survey

The adoption of the Observation Survey offers numerous benefits:

Authenticity and Contextual Relevance1.

Because assessments are based on naturalistic behaviors, they provide a more accurate picture of a child's
literacy abilities in real-world settings.

Ongoing Formative Assessment1.

The survey encourages regular monitoring, enabling teachers to track progress and adjust instruction
promptly.

Holistic Understanding1.

By observing multiple aspects of literacy, educators gain comprehensive insights into a child's strengths and
areas for growth.

Promotes Child-Centered Learning1.

The emphasis on natural observation fosters respectful, engaging interactions that support a child's
confidence and motivation.

Easy to Implement1.

The tools are straightforward, requiring minimal materials, making it accessible for a wide range of
educators.

Limitations and Challenges

Despite its strengths, the Observation Survey has some limitations:

Subjectivity: Observations can be influenced by teacher bias or interpretation; training is essential to1.
ensure consistency.
Time-Consuming: While designed to be efficient, frequent observations require dedicated time, which can2.
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be challenging in busy classrooms.
Limited Standardization: It is not a formal test with normative data, so it should complement, not replace,3.
standardized assessments.
Variability in Implementation: Inconsistent administration can affect reliability; adherence to protocols is4.
critical.

Best Practices for Effective Use

To maximize the utility of the Observation Survey, educators should consider the following:

Training and Calibration: Teachers should undergo training to ensure consistent observation and scoring.1.
Regular Monitoring: Conduct observations at multiple points throughout the year to track developmental2.
trajectories.
Documentation: Maintain organized records to compare progress over time.3.
Integrate with Instruction: Use insights gained to tailor instruction, providing targeted interventions where4.
needed.
Collaborate with Colleagues: Share findings within a team to develop cohesive literacy strategies.5.

Integrating the Observation Survey within a Comprehensive Literacy Program

While the Observation Survey is a powerful tool, it should be part of a broader literacy assessment and
instruction framework, including:

Standardized Assessments: To obtain normative data and identify children needing intensive intervention.1.
Curriculum-Based Measures: For ongoing progress monitoring.2.
Engaging Literacy Activities: Rich environments that foster reading and writing development.3.
Family Engagement: Sharing observations with families to support literacy at home.4.

By combining the observational insights with other data sources, educators can create a balanced,
responsive literacy program that addresses each child's unique needs.

Conclusion

The Observation Survey of Early Literacy stands out as an invaluable, practical tool for educators committed
to fostering early reading and writing skills. Its emphasis on authentic, naturalistic observation aligns well
with contemporary best practices in formative assessment, promoting a child-centered, responsive approach
to literacy instruction. While it requires careful implementation and ongoing professional development, the
insights gained can significantly enhance instructional effectiveness, identify early challenges, and celebrate
children's literacy milestones.

In an educational landscape increasingly focused on personalized learning, the Observation Survey offers a
pathway to understanding each child's literacy journey in depth, laying a solid foundation for lifelong reading
success.



Questions & Answers About observation survey of early literacy

No Question Answer

1 What is an observation survey of
early literacy?

An observation survey of early literacy is a formal assessment
tool used by educators to observe and measure young
children's reading and writing behaviors, skills, and
understanding to inform instruction.

2 Why is the observation survey
important in early literacy
development?

It helps teachers identify each child's current literacy skills,
strengths, and areas needing support, allowing for targeted
instruction that promotes early reading success.

3 What are some common
components assessed in an
observation survey?

Components typically include phonemic awareness, letter
recognition, reading readiness, vocabulary, comprehension,
and writing skills.

4 How often should educators
administer an observation survey
for early literacy?

It is recommended to conduct observations periodically, such
as at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year, to
monitor progress and adjust instruction accordingly.

5 Can observation surveys be used to
differentiate instruction?

Yes, the detailed insights from observation surveys enable
teachers to tailor literacy activities and support to meet
individual student needs.

6 What are some popular observation
surveys used in early literacy
assessment?

Examples include the Developmental Reading Assessment
(DRA), Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System,
and the Texas Primary Reading Inventory (TPRI).

7 How does an observation survey
complement other literacy
assessments?

It provides qualitative, real-time insights into student behaviors
and skills, complementing quantitative tests to give a
comprehensive picture of literacy development.

8 What training is required for
educators to effectively administer
an observation survey?

Educators should receive training on the specific survey tools,
observation techniques, data recording, and interpretation to
ensure accurate and reliable assessment.

9 How can observation survey data
inform literacy instruction planning?

Data highlights specific skill gaps and strengths, guiding
teachers to plan targeted activities, small group instruction,
and interventions to support each child's growth.

10 What are the benefits of using
observation surveys for early
literacy assessment?

Benefits include ongoing, formative assessment, personalized
instruction, early identification of difficulties, and fostering a
supportive literacy environment for young learners.

early literacy assessment, literacy development, literacy skills survey, early childhood education, reading
readiness, literacy screening, language development, preschool literacy, literacy evaluation, early
intervention
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